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SUBJECT: FRENCH PROPOSAL FOR OIL CONFERENCE 

1. FOREIGN MINISTRY OEFICIAL RESPONSIBLE EOR PETROLEUM 
MATTERS TOLD EMBASSY OFFICER TODAY (NOVEMBER 5) THAT GOB 
HAS NOT YET MADE DECISION ON FRENCH INVITATION TO ATTEND 
PRODUCER-CONSUMER OIL CONEERENCE BUT HE EXPECTED THAT 
BRAZIL WOULD ACCEPT. OEFICIAL SAID THAT GOB BELIEVES 
THAT INTERNATIONAL EFEORTS ARE NECESSARY TO IMPROVE 
WORLD PETROLEUM SITUATION AND THAT ERENCH PROPOSED CON- 
FERENCE APPARENTLY WILL AVOID POSSIBLE INTERPRETATION AS 
AN ANTI-PRODUCER INITIATIVE, WHICH HAS BEEN MAIN OBSTACLE 
TO GOB PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL COORDINATION ON OIL. 

2. PRESS HAS ALSO REPORTED FAVORABLE GOB DISPOSITION TOWARD 
FRENCH INVITATION AND QUOTED GOVERNMENT TECHNICIANS AS COM- 
EMTING THAT "NOW IS THE APPROPRIATE TIME TO DEAL WITH THIS 
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